
Topic 2: 

The Seven Articles of the Sanctuary 



Altar of the                                  

Burnt Offering 

“And thou shalt set the altar of the burnt offering 

before the door of the tabernacle of the tent of the 

congregation”. Exodus 40:6 



Laver 

“And thou shalt set the laver between the tent of the 

congregation and the altar, and shalt put water therein.” 

Exodus 40:7 



Table of  Shewbread 

“And he put the table in the tent of the congregation, upon the side 

of the tabernacle northward, without the vail. And he set the bread 

in order upon it before the LORD; as the LORD had commanded 

Moses.” Ex 40:22, 23 

Ex 25:30 “And thou shalt set upon the table 

shewbread before me always”. 



Candlestick 

“And he put the candlestick in the tent of the congregation, over 

against the table, on the side of the tabernacle southward. And he 

lighted the lamps before the LORD; as the LORD commanded 

Moses.” Exodus 40:24, 25 



Altar of Incense  

“And he put the golden altar in the tent of the congregation 

before the vail: And he burnt sweet incense thereon; as the 

LORD commanded Moses.” Exodus 40:26, 27 



“And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called 

the Holiest of all; Which had the golden censer, and the 

ark of the covenant …” Hebrews 9:3, 4 

Golden Censer 



Ark of the Covenant 

“And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the 

Holiest of all; Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the 

covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the 

golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and 

the tables of the covenant” Hebrews 9:3, 4 



All the Seven Articles of the 

Sanctuary reveals the work of Christ 

for our Salvation. 



John 5:39 “Search the scriptures; for in them 

ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they 

which testify of me.” 



Altar of the                                  

Burnt Offering 

The Altar of Burnt Offering symbolized the 

Cross where Jesus was sacrificed for our sins. 



 Ex 29:12 “And thou shalt take of the 

blood of the bullock, and put it upon the 

horns of the altar...” 

Ex 27:2 “And thou shalt make the horns 

of it upon the four corners thereof.” 



The horns at the four corners are like the nails 

and thorns at the four corners of the cross.  

The blood being applied to the horns was a 

figure of the blood of Jesus applied at the four 

corners of the cross by His wounds. 



Laver 

The Water in the Laver symbolized the resurrection of 

Jesus. When one is baptized in the water, it reflects the 

Lord’s death, burial and resurrection on our behalf. 

Rom 6:3  “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into 

Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 

 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that 

like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 



Christ performed both these symbols 

before the actual event took place.  

He broke the bread symbolizing His death, 

He got baptized symbolizing his burial and 

resurrection. 



Table of  Shewbread 

There were 12 pieces of bread on the table, 

symbolizing that there was spiritual food for 

the 12 tribes for all the 12 months of the year. 



John 6:35 

“And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread 

of life” 



Candlestick 

The lamp stand had 7 candlesticks that gave 

light, indicating that God’s light lightens all the  

7 continents of the world.  



John 8:12 

“Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the 

light of the world: he that followeth me shall not 

walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life”. 



Altar of Incense  

The golden altar of incense and the golden censer 

basically  represent the same thing—prayer and 

mediation! 

Golden Censer  



Altar of Incense  

Golden Censer  

Rev 8:3 “And another angel came and stood at the 

altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto 

him much incense, that he should offer it with the 

prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was 

before the throne.” 



Altar of Incense  

Golden Censer  

Ps 141:2 
“Let my prayer be set forth before 
thee as incense”. 



Christ pleads for His people in the heavenly courts. 

1 Tim 2:5 “For there is one God, and one mediator 

between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” 



The golden censer, in the most holy place, indicates the 

continued mediation of Christ in the 2nd apartment of the 

heavenly sanctuary.  

Golden Censer 



As a man Jesus gave us an example of keeping the 

commandments of God. 

John 15:10 “I 

have kept my 

Father's 

commandments, 

and abide in his 

love.” Ark of the Covenant 



The Seven Articles of the Sanctuary 

also reveals our duties. 



Altar of the                                  

Burnt Offering 

We come first to the altar of burnt offering—

Calvary—and believe that Jesus died for our sins. 

John 3:15 “That whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have eternal life.” 



Laver 

The one who has accepted Jesus as Lord and Saviour 

then confronts the Laver—gets Baptized in the water. 

Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is 

baptized shall be saved.” 



Table of  Shewbread 

The articles in the holy and most holy places 

reveals the duty of a Christian. 

The bread symbolizes Jesus the 

bread of life. Symbolically we are to 

eat the bread. 



Table of  Shewbread 

John 6:56 “He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh 

my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.” 

The bread also symbolizes the word of God.  

Mat 4:4 “But he answered and said, It is written, Man 

shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 



Candlestick 

When we follow the word of God we reflect 

God’s goodness. 

Mt 5:14, 16 “Ye are the light of the world. … 

Let your light so shine before men, that they 

may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in heaven”. 



Altar of Incense  

Prayer is a vital ingredient in our Christian walk. 

As the smoke of the incense always went up, so 

should our prayer life be. 

Luke 18:1 “… men ought always to pray, and not to faint” 



Prayer is so important for Christian perfection. For us to 

obey the law in the ark, we need divine strength that comes 

through prayer. 

Golden Censer 

1 Thes 5:17 “Pray without ceasing.” 



The test of 

Christian 

perfection is 

obedience to the 10 

Commandments. 



Ark of the Covenant 

John 14:15 “If ye 

love me, keep my 

commandments.” 



James 2:10-12                                   

“For whosoever shall keep 

the whole law, and yet offend 

in one point, he is guilty of 

all. 

 11 For he that said, Do not 

commit adultery, said also, 

Do not kill. Now if thou 

commit no adultery, yet if 

thou kill, thou art become a 

transgressor of the law. 

 12 So speak ye, and so do, as 

they that shall be judged by 

the law of liberty.” 



In the Ark, along with the 10 Commandment 
law was a pot of manna and Aaron’s rod. 

It means, if we obey God’s law God will take 

care of us. Manna was the food for God’s 

people, and through the striking of the rod 

came water. 




